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having cause to complain of his camel-men finds a ready hearing. Halts are made for prayers and bugle-calls give timely warning of the hour of starting. Everything is done with almost military precision. These caravans however are so expensive that they are available only to the wealthier class of pilgrims. Twenty or even thirty pounds per passenger may be asked.
Our caravan was of a very different description. The travellers were nearly all poor people, for the reason that few others had come to Medina this year, and those that had were going round by Damascus rather than face the journey to Yembu. This particular route is supposed to be the worst in the Hedjaz, that is to say, it is the most dangerous and involves the hardest trekking. It has, on the other hand, the merit of cheapness, and does not involve wearing the Ihram, which is necessary if leaving Medina for Mecca. We had no escort or police arrangements of any kind, and no market. Each traveller had to carry his own provisions and water. We must have numbered about five thousand camels all told. In charge of the whole was a Bedoui sheikh, with about twenty retainers, on fast riding camels. All the camel-men, of whom on the average there was one to every three camels, were armed with rifles and swords. Most of the pilgrims carried weapons of some sort.